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Reflections by co-hosts of the 5th Summit 

 ɈOver 700 participants joined the 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and 
Subnational Governments, a major parallel event to the 13th Conference of the 
Parties (COP 13) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). The Summit 
reinforced the critically important role that cities and subnational governments 
play in achieving the goals of the Convention, its Strategic Plan and the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets. During the course of the Summit, eleven concrete 
commitments were launched on mainstreaming biodiversity from leading cities 
and subnational governments and their networks.  Building on the 10-year 
cooperation between ϥCLEϥ and the Secretariat of the CBD, this Summit has made a 
lasting contribution to mainstreaming biodiversity for human well-being, the 
theme of COP 13. ϥ congratulate the organizers and participants of this Summit 
and reiterate the commitment of the Secretariat to continuing this valuable work.ɉ  
 
Ms. Amy Ann Fraenkel, Director, Mainstreaming, Cooperation and Outreach 
Support, Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

 ɈMexico had the honor of hosting the 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and 
Subnational Governments. For the local organizing team at CONABϥO, it was a 
tremendous learning and collaboration experience with great achievements. Within 
the local scope, we were able to bring together all three levels of government 
(federal, state and municipal) to discuss and reɳect on their contributions to 
biodiversity conservation, especially in highly biodiverse areas.  

At a global level, the collaboration with ϥCLEϥ, through its Cities Biodiversity Center, 
and the Secretariat of the CBD, made it possible to assemble diϜerent cities, states 
and regions from around the world that presented very interesting case studies 
regarding mainstreaming biodiversity within the agriculture, forestry, ɲsheries and 
tourism sectors. One of our main accomplishments was the alliances that were 
forged during this event, as well as the follow-up that was done on previous 
initiatives. This Summit was only a step forward, but there are a lot of things that 
can be done in the future by following up on MexicoɅs proposals, as well as 
encouraging new ones.ɉ 

 
Ms. Andrea Cruz-Angón, Coordinator of Biodiversity Strategies and 
ϥnternational Cooperation at CONABϥO 

ɈϥCLEϥ is proud to have co-convened the 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and 
Subnational Governments, celebrating a decade of collaboration with the 
Secretariat of the CBD. ϥt was encouraging to see the growing global community of 
cities, regions and CBD Parties strengthening their collaboration in very tangible 
ways through this important biennial platform.  

The number of new initiatives, alliances and partnerships announced at the Summit 
indicates the catalyzing power of such an important opportunity to build strong 
constituencies for local action, and for tracking collective implementation eϜorts.  

Captured in the Quintana Roo Communiqué on Mainstreaming Local and 
Subnational Biodiversity Action, the Summit outcomes build on past achievements, 
emphasizing the importance of vertically aligned and multilevel implementation of 
global commitments at the local and subnational level. We were very pleased that 
the Quintana Roo Communiqué was formally presented to the CBD Parties during 
COP13.    

We will continue to build this important global platform and move forward from 
Cancún with fantastic memories, new friendships and a clear sense that this 5th 
Global Biodiversity Summit has marked the moment where collective commitments 
on mainstreaming biodiversity by leading local and subnational governments, their 
networks and partners, have reached an irreversible, critical mass. ɉ 

 
Dr. Cathy Oke, Councilor, City of Melbourne, Australia and Global Portfolio 
Head for Biodiversity at ϥCLEϥ ɀ Local Governments for Sustainability 
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ϥntroduction 

Dr. Braulio Dias*, Executive Secretary of the CBD at the time of the Summit, 
welcomed delegates by highlighting the importance of the Summit in light of 
the pivotal role subnational governments have to play to implement the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets, the Sustainable Development Goals and the New Urban 
Agenda.  

Ɉϥt is our duty to continue to help ϥCLEϥ and its partners in mainstreaming 
nature-based solutions into urban planning and development 
frameworks. As we look ahead, it is critical to expand these approaches 
towards an organized community of practice, involving cities, subnational 
governments, agencies and experts. We need new and improved 
assessments of the eϜectiveness of coordination of levels of government 
for the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and its 
targets, at global and regional levels, and new initiatives to apply their 
ɲndings.ɉ 

*Dr. Dias left the position on 14 February 2016, having been succeeded by Ms. Cristiana 
Paşca Palmer. 

Summit statistics 

Over 700 delegates 

registered 

73 countries 

represented 

Over 200 local and 
subnational 
governments present 

90 speakers 

contributing to a diverse 
Summit program over 
two days  

The 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and Subnational Governments, an oʛcial parallel event to the 13th 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 13), took place in 
Cancún, Mexico in December 2016. For the ɲfth time, ϥCLEϥ partnered with the Secretariat of the CBD to co-host 
the Summit, and on this occasion, also with COP13 host government, Mexico, as co-hosting Party. Aligned with 
the theme of COP13, the Summit focused on mainstreaming biodiversity within the context of the pivotal 
contributions of local and subnational governments, their networks and partners, towards the attainment of 
global ambitions for biodiversity.  

His Excellency Carlos Joaquin González, Governor of Quintana Roo, hands over a 
Mexican Ʉtree of lifeɅ to previous Summit host, His Excellency Maeng Sung-kyu, Vice 

Governor of Gangwon Provincial Government, Republic of Korea 

Welcome and opening by the Executive Secretary of 

the CBD  
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 ɈWe know that it is achievable, economically viable and socially imperative to develop thriving cities 
in harmony with nature.ɉ  
 
His Excellency Mr. Ashok Sridharan, Lord Mayor of Bonn and First Vice President of ϥCLEϥ - Local 
Governments for Sustainability (via video message at the High level roundtable for subnational government 
leaders and CBD Parties) 
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Overview of the Summit 

Summit themes 

Under the overarching theme of mainstreaming 
biodiversity where nature matters most, the Summit provided 
an opportunity for vertical integration and horizontal 
alignment of local and subnational biodiversity action 
through the following Summit themes: 

 

¶ Enabling multi-level partnerships for 
mainstreaming city and subnational actions, 
projects and new initiatives 

¶ Driving biodiversity mainstreaming to agriculture, 
forestry, ɲsheries and tourism through city-region 
landscapes 

¶ Unlocking access to resources for city and 
subnational biodiversity action 

¶ Exploring reporting mechanisms for city and 
subnational commitments, actions and measurable 
contributions to global agreements 

¶ Providing insights and experiences for biodiversity 
mainstreaming to national governments at the CBD 
COP 13. 

The Summit heard presentations from 90 speakers from 
around 70 countries. Aside from having endorsed the 
Quintana Roo Communiqué on Mainstreaming Local and 
Subnational Biodiversity Action 2016, the Summit facilitated 
decentralized cooperation and supported project 
development. ϥt also further developed the capacity of 
Parties, their subnational and local authorities and 
partners, as well as the United Nations and other 
international agencies, to cooperate for the 
implementation of the CBD Decisions at all levels of 
government.  

The Summit provided an opportunity for 
local and subnational governments and 
their partners to take stock, learn, shape, 
connect and innovate together as a growing 
constituency. Leaders, gathered at the 
Summit from across the world, aʛrmed 
their collective understanding that local and 
subnational action is pivotal to address 
global biodiversity commitments.  

ɈThe Convention 
on Biological 
Diversity has 
raised the need 
for cities to 
consider 
biodiversity as a 
basic element of 
their 
infrastructure, for 
environmentally 
sustainable 
planning and 
development schemes, as well as 
ecosystem services; considering that the 
existence of urban environments rich in 
biological diversity will have a positive 
eϜect on the health, quality of life and 
ɲnancial economy of its inhabitants.ɉ 

His Excellency Dr. Miguel Ángel Mancera, 
Mayor of Mexico City, Mexico and Vice 
President of ϥCLEϥ - Local Governments for 
Sustainability, addressing delegates  at the 
opening plenary of the Summit 
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Local and subnational contributions to global 

biodiversity commitments and actions 

The Summit gathered governors, mayors and local 
practitioners, together with their networks, partner 
research organizations and community-based 
organizations to engage directly with CBD Parties 
and leaders in the international biodiversity 
community on innovative solutions at local and 
subnational level. The Summit demonstrated the 
diversity of, need for, and collective impact of 
mainstreaming biodiversity locally and regionally, 
from:  

 

¶ Local and subnational development policies and 
action plans, 

¶ Cutting-edge action research initiatives,  

¶ ϥntegrated subnational project design and 
implementation,  

¶ Global and regional engagement and commitment 
platforms, 

¶ Collective local and subnational commitment and 
reporting platforms, 

¶ Local to global community actions, to 

¶ Contributions to the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 
2011-2020 and associated Aichi Biodiversity Targets, 
as well as other global sustainable development 
instruments such as the Paris Agreement, the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the New 
Urban Agenda.  
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Local and subnational governments also 
demonstrated, in a variety of interactive sessions, 
workshops, roundtables, panel discussions and 
plenary sessions, that they are in many instances 
already taking bold action, driving community-
level innovation and seeking localized solutions to 
complex and systemic global sustainability 
challenges. The Summit demonstrated that this 
ɄCentury of CitiesɅ, which already sees the majority 
of people living in cities, provides local and 
subnational leaders and their partners with 
unprecedented opportunities to shape and 
reshape our cities to ensure livable and thriving 
cities, while contributing signiɲcantly to the 
attainment of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  
 
Discussions from various sessions focused on  
leveraging the role of subnational and local 
authorities in the global biodiversity and 
development agendas; ɲnancing innovative 
horizontal and vertical cooperation initiatives; 
promoting nature-based urban planning and 
development; sustainable land-use planning; 
preserving urban cultural and natural heritage; 
promoting urban health and well-being; 
monitoring and evaluation; and upscaling 
innovative approaches. Presentations also 
addressed the four main economic sectors 
handled in this conference, namely agriculture, 
ɲsheries, forestry and tourism. 

The Summit served as an important subnational platform to further explore and strengthen the global 
contribution of local and other subnational governments in protecting biodiversity and eϜectively managing 
those ecosystems providing a wide range of essential goods and services to a rapidly growing urban 
population. 
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